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Of Champions And Children 


There Is More To The NCAA Than You Might Think 


f course the NCAA is known for its 
0 championships. Unless you've been 
surviving on a deserted island and 
have yet to be voted off, you've at least heard 
of the NCAA Sweet 16™, The Big Dance™ or 
The Final Four@. 
“Almost everyone you meet knows there is 
a Men's and a Women’s Final Four. But | think 
that’s where the familiarity stops,” says Tom 
Jacobs, director of championships. “Much of 
the general public would be surprised to 
know the NCAA sponsors 85 other champi- 
onships. And just a few could name all 22 
sports in which we conduct championships.” 


NCAA Sponsored Championships 


Men's Cross Country (Divisions |, I! and III) 
Women's Cross Country (Divisions |, Il and II!) 
Field Hockey (Divisions |, II and II!) 
Football (Divisions 1-AA, II and II!) 
Women's Soccer (Divisions |, I! and It!) 
Men's Soccer (Divisions |, I! and III) 
Women’s Volleyball (Divisions |, I! and 11!) 
Men's Water Polo (National Collegiate) 
Women's Basketball (Divisions |, I! and II!) 
Men's Basketball (Divisions |, |! and 11!) 
Men's and Women’s Fencing 
(National Collegiate) 
Women’s Gymnastics (National Collegiate) 
Men's Ice Hockey (Divisions | and III) 
Women's Ice Hockey (National Collegiate) 
Women’s Ice Hockey (Division II!) 
Men's Rifle (National Collegiate) 
Women's Rifle (National Collegiate) 
Men's and Women’s Skiing (National Collegiate) 
Women's Swimming and Diving 
(Divisions |, Il and II!) 
Men’s Swimming and Diving 
(Divisions 1, Hand ttl) 
Men's Indoor Track and Field 
(Divisions |, I! and Il) 
Women's Indoor Track and Field 
(Divisions |, I and III) 
Wrestling (Divisions |, II and ltl) 
Baseball (Divisions |, II and II!) 
Men's Golf (Divisions |, II and Il} 
Women's Golf (Divisions |, II and Il) 
Women's Lacrosse (Divisions |, II and Ill) 
Men's Lacrosse (Divisions |, I! and II!) 
Women's Rowing (Divisions |, II and II!) 
Softball (Divisions |, I and Iil) 
Men's Tennis (Divisions |, II and II! 
Women’s Tennis (Divisions |, I! and II!) 
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field 
(Divisions |, 11 and fil) 
Women's Outdoor Track and Field 
(Divisions 1, and ay 
Men's Volleyball (National Collegiate) 
Women's Water Polo (National Collegiate) 


Even if most people can't name all the 
sports, these NCAA-sponsored events bring 
more to the communities than zealous fans 
with banners and painted faces. They also 
bring the opportunity of a lifetime for children, 
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The NYSP initiative is a five-week program 
conducted on 190 college campuses. 


Achance to work drills with a national coach, 
to talk to top college athletes about their 
dreams and to find out that the books come 
first and the ball comes second are just a few of 
the possibilities for the youngsters who take 
part in the NCAA's YES@ (Youth Education 
through Sports) Clinics. The free clinics, held in 
conjunction with many of the NCAA's national 
championships, join top collegiate coaches and 
athletes with young children in the community. 

Each year, the NCAA dedicates more than 
$2 million to youth education programs. 

Instead of relying on championship tourna- 
ment opportunities alone to reach children, 
the NCAA also goes directly to them. The 
NCAA, the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture work together to support the Na- 
tional Youth Sports Program (NYSP). This is a 
five-week program conducted on more than 
190 college and university campuses across 
the country. Built around the NYSP’s basic 
foundation that all children deserve the experi- 
ences and friendships that a summer sport 
camp can bring, this program combines ath- 
letic know-how with important life skills. 

“Youth programs supported by the NCAA 
target students from 10 to 18 years old,” says 
Ron Stratten, NCAA vice-president for edu- 
cation services. “They are young people who 
have a chance to go left or go right. We 
would like to see them go right — in sports 
and into the positive aspects of life.” 

The price tag for the five-week program is 
budget-friendly for the participants, It’s free. 
Through local donations, financial assistance 
from the NCAA and grants from the federal 
government, approximately 70,000 children 
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each year learn about academics, athletics, nu- 
trition and career planning without mom and 
dad having to worry about the price tag. 

To drive home the importance of academ- 
ics, many colleges invite professional and col- 
legiate athletes to speak to the groups. And 
the kids are often surprised by what they hear. 

It's an important message no matter what 
the age. It is by no mistake that the folks at 
the NCAA only refer to their athletes as “stu- 
dent-athletes.” The student is first. Athletics 
is secondary. 

That's because if athletes are banking on 
having a professional sports career, the NCAA 
knows that the odds are against them: 


* Only 1.3 percent of NCAA male basketball 
players make it to the pros; 

* Only 2.0 percent of NCAA football players 
make it to the NFL; 

* Only 1.0 percent of NCAA female basket- 
ball players make it to the pros; 

+ Only 5.6 percent of high school baseball 
players make it to an NCAA team. 


With this uphill climb to the pros that only a 
few make, it is important that today’s college 
student-athletes are prepared for the course 
work that awaits them when they get off the 
field or court. They also need to be prepared for 
life outside of sports after graduation. 


“We try to make sure that the student-ath- 
letes get the things they need so they come 
out of the university a balanced person, not 
just a person who is bigger and stronger be- 
cause of athletics,” says Stratten. “Our mis- 
sion continues to be to keep higher educa- 
tion and athletics close.” 

Enter the CHAMPS/Life Skills Program 
described by an NCAA staff member as a 
“Life 101” course. This new program helps 
the high school student make a seamless 
transition to college. Since its beginning in 
1994, the program has grown by leaps and 
bounds. An average of 50 universities adopt 
the program every year. 

Each NCAA school tailors the CHAMPS/ 
Life Skills Program to meet the needs of its 
own student-athletes. While each universi- 
ty's CHAMPS/Life Skills Program may be 
different, each has the same goal — to 
help student-athletes achieve a positive 
collegiate experience. 

For more information on outreach programs 
offered by the NCAA, visit www.ncaa.org. 
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Championship Bracket 


360,000 student-athletes. 22 sports. 87 championships. 2009 NEA Division I! Women’s lacrosse Cha 
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F 2003 NCAA Division itt Women’s Lacrosse Championship Participants 
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. Name 
Molly O'Connor 
Rachel Tranter 
BriAnne Watkins 
Mary Kate Allen 
Chapin Giordano 
Kelly Leisman 
Jackie Sargent 
Jenna Swan-Gross 
Sarah Coleman 
Annie Jamieson 
Laura Schifter 
Erin Beaumont 
Kennon Kay 
Abby Ouimet 
Laura Brown 
Margaret Chute 
Allison Aldrich 
Liz Martin 
Caitlin Parker 
Cate Smith 
Scotty Hanley 
Olivia D'Ambrosio 
Katherine Skrivan 
Brooke Diamond 
Christine Ryan 
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Hometown 
Baltimore, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
East Northport, N.Y. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Summit, N.J. 
Weston, Mass. 
Concord, Mass. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
New Haven, Conn. 
Princeton, N.J. 
Washington, D.C. 
Summit, N.J. 
Providence, R.I. 
Hatfield, Mass, 
Bethesda, Md. 
Pawtucket, R.I. 
Cornwall, Vt. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Bethesda, Md, 
Saint James, Md. 
Sparks, Md. 
Farmington, Conn. 
Clayton, Mo. 
Longmeadow, Mass. 
Summit, N.J. 


. Name 
Teresa Soderholm 
Kristin Lake 
Katie Crisman 
Keryn O'Connell 
Corinne Baker 
Bethany Sykes 
Melanie Van Kleeck 
Kim Carlson 
Nicole Doherty 
Becky Jenkins 
Lynne Allen 
Katie Kenney 
Ashley Karpf 
Paula Habel 
Erika Smith 
Laura Swart 
Melanie Medeiros 
Lauren Mazzola 


Head Coach: Josh Hexter 
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Hometown 
Durham, N.H. 
Leominster, Mass, 
Amherst, N.H. 
Dedham, Mass. 
Mansfield, Mass, 
Lowell, Mass, 
Barnstable, Mass. 
Westwood, Mass. 
Bridgewater, Mass. 
Groveland, Mass. 
Upton, Mass. 
Westwood, Mass. 
Newbury, Mass. 
Hingham, Mass. 
Bridgewater, Mass. 
Yorktown, N.Y. 
Somerset, Mass, 
Westwood, Mass. 


Assistant Coaches: Ann Silvia, Courtney Evans 


Cortland State Red Dragons 


. Name 
Kristen Teter 
Elizabeth MacNabb 
Dyan Voorhees 
Jessie Lynch 
Jenn Pihota 
Sara Gorman 
Rachel Puma 
Laurie Gridley 
Kimberly Sabiston 
Erin Gallagher 
Amanda Strack 
Lauren Frisch 
Michelle Michaels 
Erin Jones 
Kerri Finn 
Lindsay Dunlap 
Jessica Vaillancourt 
Amie Wach 
Christie Smith 
Kristie Anzalone 
Lindsay Maynard 
Regina Grosso 


Head Coach: Cynthia Wetmore 
Assistant Coach: Lionel Brown 
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Hometown 

East Islip, N.Y. 
Baldwinsville, N.Y. 
Baldwinsville, N.Y. 
West Islip, N.Y. 
Yorktown Heights, N.Y. 
Lindenhurst, N.Y. 
Rome, N.Y. 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
Bay Shore, N.Y. 
Carthage, N.Y. 
Commack, N.Y. 
Nanuet, N.Y. 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
Smithtown, N.Y. 
West Islip, N.Y. 
Lancaster, N.Y. 
West Islip, N.Y. 
Elma, N.Y. 
Carthage, N.Y. 
Glen Cove, N.Y. 
Nashua, N.H, 
Baldwinsville, N.Y. 


Team Information 


2006 NéAA Division iti Women's Laerasse Championship Participants 


. Name 
Jenn Kelly 
Cassidy Zappacosta 
Jess Hanson 
Kelley Mishler 
Julika Blankenship 
Katie Lowe 
Erin Pate 
Megan Murphy 
Jess Segar 
Jamie Heeneke 
Quinn Dougherty 
Jacquie O'Connor 
Katie Oates 
Ashley Froman 
Ellie Shihadeh 
Lindsay Barton 
Dawn Mennen 
Jen Bengel 
Amy Farrell 
Kate Murphy 
Kathy Delauney 
Kathryn Grassel 
Elyse Goldweitz 
Heather Kelley 
Liz Borucki 
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Hometown 
Westbury, N.Y. 
Monkton, Md. 
Hunt Valley, Md, 
Moorestown, N.J. 
Crumpton, Md. 
Setauket, N.Y. 
Baldwin, N.Y. 
Wilton, Conn. 
West Chester, Pa. 
Pennsauken, N.}. 
Wading River, N.Y. 
Ridgewood, N.J. 
Port Washington, N.Y. 
Glen Arm, Md. 
Malvern, Pa. 
Toms River, N.}. 
Beach Haven, N.J. 
Timonium, Md, 
Ambler, Pa. 
Wilton, Conn. 
Lutherville, Md. 
Dix Hills, N.Y. 
Westfield, N.). 
Berwyn, Pa. 
Medford, N.J. 


Head Coach: Christine Paradis 


Head Coach: Carol Cantele 
Assistant Coaches: Carol Knerr, Cara Coscarelli 


Assistant Coaches; Barb Jordan, Melissa Ballance 


No. Name 
Ryan Manion 
Maranda Swoyer 
Holly Orlando 
Colleen Connor 
Anne Dougherty 
Maureen McQuade 
AnnMarie Greenwald 
Kelli Romano. 
Amy Richetti 
Kate Langhy 
Kate Hopkin 
Stephanie Heinz 
Amy Pia 
Joanne Musiolowski 
Dana Malmstrom 
Jamie Knobler 
Jennifer Culligan 
Mary Oschell 
Julie Smith 
Mary Proietta 

25 Caroline Smith 


Head Coach: Jackie Neary 
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Hometown 
Doylestown, Pa. 
Elverson, Pa, 
Sussex, Del. 
Morton, Pa, 


Upper Township, N.}. 


Ridley Park, Pa. 
Phoenixville, Pa. 
Brook Haven, Pa. 
Glenolden, Pa. 


Flourtown, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Chadds Ford, Pa. 
Wall, N.J. 
Milmont Park, Pa. 
Norristown, Pa. 
Willingboro, N,J. 
Mount Holly, N.J. 
Drexel Hill, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Harwood, Md. 


. Name 
Alana Dalton 
Jacquie Russell 
Kip Morris 
Stephanie Peters 
Allison Craig 
Katherine Feldy 
Alyse Richards 
Cassie Abel 
Carin Taormino 
Helen Sneath 
Eliza Fitzhugh 
Jane Conolly 
Cynthia Kellogg 
Julia Vanbenthuysen 
Bridget Tanner 
Jen Alpern 
Lizzie Franke 
Christine Neville 
Mandy Sheets 
Kate Howe 
Cindy Yi 


Head Coach: Susan Stuart 


Colorado College Tigers 


Gordon Fighting Scots 
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Hometown 
Aurora, Colo. 
Monterey, Calif. 
Falmouth, Mass. 
Minnetonka, Minn. 
Denver, Colo. 
Evanston, Ill. 
Montclair, N.J. 
Vashon Island, Wash. 
Davis, Calif. 
Wayne, Pa. 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Kinderhook, N.Y. 
Encinitas, Calif. 


Greenwood Village, Colo. 


Wausau, Wis. 

Cape Elizabeth, Maine 
Winnetka, III. 

Menlo Park, Calif. 
Brainerd, Minn. 
Wilton, Conn, 
Englewood, Colo, 


Assistant Coaches: McCrea Tuttle, Michelle Secor 
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. Name 
Marcy Ostberg 
Sara MacDonald 
Christina McLoughlin 
Laura Callahan 
Kristen Shaw 
Sarah Yoder 
Abbie Cobb 
Sarah Furlong 
Kathy Cahill 
Heather Macleod 
Christina Frost 
Stephanie Battista 
Kate Dooley 
Emily Brennan 
Lucy Lagoy 
Elizabeth Watson 
Amy Zerr 
Rebecca Lambertson 
Lauren Cecilia 
Kimberly Otsuji 
Holly Wakefield 
Kristen Smith 
Sarah Perruccio 
Christine MacArthur 
27 Danielle Fernandez 
28 Jessica Barnat 
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Head Coach: Cory Ward 
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. Name 5 . Hometown 
Molly Dempsey Ambherst, Mass. 
Tamara Payn Doylestown, Pa. 
Alina Lacey-Varona Ithaca, N.Y. 
Lesley Graham Royersford, Pa. 
Dayna Johnson Springfield, Pa. 
Jennifer Bryant Concord, Mass. 
Molly Robinson Tully, N.Y. 

Betty Hassett Scottsville, N.Y. 
Lauren Smith Amherst, N.Y. 
Michelle Schlegel Liverpool, N.Y. 
Lindsey Breese Geneva, N.Y. 
Danielle Barone Florence, Mass. 
Laura Schulz Nyack, N.Y, 
Shannon Sawyer Acton, Mass. 
Mariah Casserly Canton, N.Y. 
Calyn Acebes Little Compton, 
Megan Light South Hero, Vt. 
Tara Wilcox Cortland, N.Y. 
Alice Gregory Andover, Mass. 
Jessica Welch Ithaca, N.Y. 
Meredith Achilles Geneva, N.Y. 
Kurstin Meehan Edgartown, Mass. 
Angela Marathakis Ravena, N.Y. 
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Head Coach: Karen Hollands 
Assistant Coach: Mike Wood 
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Team Information 


2003 NCAA Division Ii! Women’s Lacrosse Championship Parti¢ipants 


‘Team Information 


2003 NCAA Division II! Women’s lacrosse Championship Participants 


Middlebury Panthers Salisbury Sea Gulls 


. Name 
Robyn Lankford 
Kristina Kral 
Jessica Goon 
Britt Gottlieb 
Kim Becraft 
Karen Pickering 
Rachel Tuttle 
Erica Larsen 
Jamie Rostan 
Emily Nagel 
Melissa Block 
Kate Clute 
Callie Talbot 
Beth Schminke 
Kara Bower 
Liz Russell 
Jaimee Jones 
Katie MacKinnon 
Kristin Pluese 
Leslie Leffke 
Paige Bennett 
Allison Broglie 
Kami McNinch 
Caitlin O'Leary 
Kim Mathison 


Name 

Sabrina Sichel 
Carin Heller 

Jen Munday 
Tara Prindible 
Christie Shore 
Julie Miller 
Caitlin Pettit 
Heather Rainey 
Megan Marquardt 
Bridget Bigley 
Katie Wagenblast 
Paige Lucard 
K.C. Fay 

Liz O'Connor 
Meredith Spangler 
Jill Baldwin 
Lauren Gossner 
Lauren Dougher 
Jackie Scullin 
Sue Kline 


Head Coach: Sharon Pfluger 
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Hometown 
Fairfax, Va. 
Severna Park, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Middlebury, Vt. 
Boyds, Md, 

St. James, N.Y. 
Brentwood, N.H. 
St. James, N.Y. 
Farmville, Va. 
Federalsburg, Md. 
Annapolis, Md. 
Potomac, Md. 
New Canaan, Conn. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Bay Village, Ohio 
Easton, Md. 
Manassas, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 
Marlton, NJ. 
Virginia Beach, Va. 
Alexandria, Va. 
Ellicott City, Md. 
Stevensville, Md. 
Westbury, N.Y. 
East Northport, N.Y. 


Hometown 
Westport, Conn. 
Glen Mills, Pa. 


Mountain Lakes, N.}. 


Cinnaminson, N.J. 
Souderton, Pa. 
Flourtown, Pa. 
Media, Pa. 

Media, Pa. 
Phoenixville, Pa. 
Haddonfield, N.}. 
Toms River, N.J. 


Fort Washington, Pa, 


Medford, N.J. 
Ridgewood, N.j. 
Long Valley, N.J. 
Mount Holly, N.J. 
Bensalem, Pa. 
Blue Bell, Pa, 
Holland, Pa, 
Branchburg, N.}. 


Assistant Coaches: Robin Selbst, Wendy Trockenbrod, Kris Arnold, 


Tiffany Trockenbrod 
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Name 
1 Johanna Rosenfield 
3 Schuyler Winstead 
4 Dalton Cox 
6 Nuala O’Donohoe 
7 Caitlin McCormick 
8 Lindsey Corbin 
9g Katie Simpson 

10 Kate Perine 

11 Michele Bergofsky 

12 Meg Bonney 

14 Alison Perencevich 

15 Sydney Atkins 

16 Kristin Hanley 

17 Becca Brakeley 

18 Beth Seeley 

19 Elizabeth Renehan 

20 Emily Erickson 

21 Channing Weymouth 

28 Char Glessner 

34 Sarah Grenert 


Head Coach: Missy Foote 
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Hometown 
Brunswick, Maine 
Chevy Chase, Md. 
Guilford, Conn. 
Needham, Mass. 
Plymouth, Mass. 
Millbrook, N.Y. 
Darien, Conn. 
Middlebury, Vt. 
Exeter, N.H. 
Norwich, Vt. 
Concord, N.H. 
Marblehead, Mass, 
Seattle, Wash. 
Middlebury, Vt. 
Wayland, Mass, 
St. Davids, Pa. 
Yarmouth, Maine 
Plymouth, N.H. 
Ipswich, Mass. 
Sewickley, Pa. 


Assistant Coaches: Missy Hopkins, Katharine DeLorenzo, Dana Chapin 


St. Mary’s (Maryland) Seahawks 


. Name 
Jen Chumley 
Erin McGeeney 
Katie Lange 
Holly Stone 
Mollie Brueggemann 
Allison Cannavino 
Mia Oliver 
Laura Shores 
Rita McDermott 
Emily Lawrence 
Julie Hill 
Jenn Nordling 
Stacy Mann 
Carol Schmoeller 
Karli Libertini 
Susan Doyle 
Kate Story 
Sarah Sloane 
Rebecca Christofferson 
Ellen Wilkie 
Amber Ellis 
Allyson Sarigianis 


Head Coach: Robert Bray Jr. 


Assistant Coach: Megan Block 
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Hometown 

Bel Air, Md. 
Arbutus, Md. 
Columbia, Md. 
Germantown, Md, 
Callaway, Md. 
Wilton, Conn. 
Jenkintown, Pa, 
Glen Burnie, Md. 
Stevensville, Md. 
Woodsboro, Md. 
Columbia, Md. 
Sykesville, Md, 
Cockeysville, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Salisbury, Md. 
Ellicott City, Md. 
Baltimore, Md, 
Vienna, Va, 
Ellicott City, Md. 
North Beach, Md, 
Joppa, Md. 


z 
° 


WON DUAWN-= ¢ 


Name 

Kelly Murphy 
Sarah Slatkosky 
Linda Ackermann 
Mary Bateman 
Katy Funk 

Emily Dutch 
Lynsey Bateman 
Lauren Sacchetti 
Amanda Tack 
Erin McCarthy 
Amber Stansbury 
Sarah Davis 
Caitlin Hudgins 
Katie Zielinski 
Jamie Ciezobka 
Liz Funk 

Gail Marinelli 
Lindsay Blount 
Shannon Jarrett 
Alexis Preston 
Jessica White 
Jessica Wirth 
Melissa Dugan 
Jessica Froats 
Alicia Groveston 
Teresa Rossbach 
Ali Goetz 

Dena Glisan 


Head Coach: Jim Nestor 


Assistant Coach: Maegan Cosgrov 
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. Name 

Andie Ward 
Amanda Strickler 
Kelly Taffe 

Sarah Janowitz 
Kitt Murphy 
Margaret Batten 
Natalya Hoobchaak 
Laura Wilson 
Louisa Feve 
Leslie Bogart 
Elizabeth Falco 
Kristen Brown. 
Lee Wheeler 
Laing Humphries 
Katharine Lester 
Annie Rochfort 
Sara Jurkowsky 
Rachel Wallick 
Maggie Speasmaker 
Erin Rathbone 
Joanna Perini 
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Head Coach: Jan Hathorn 
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Hometown 


Rockville, Md. 
Catonsville, Md. 
Sykesville, Md. 
Sparks, Md. 
White Hall, Md. 
Ellicott City, Md. 
Severna Park, Md. 
Glen Burnie, Md. 
Ellicott City, Md. 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
Edgewood, Md. 
Arnold, Md. 
Pasadena, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Pasadena, Md. 
Millersville, Md. 
Elkton, Md. 
Pennington, N.). 
Burke, Va. 
Medford, N.}. 
Annapolis, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Ellicott City, Md. 
Yorktown Heights, N.Y. 
Galesville, Md. 
Severna Park, Md. 
Fallston, Md. 
Columbia, Md. 


Hometown 
Hamburg, N.Y. 
Lexington, Va. 
Charlottesville, Va. 
Bel Air, Md. 
Richmond, Va. 


Grosse Point Farm, Mich. 


Barrington, Ill. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Bethesda, Md. 
Wilton, Conn, 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Baltimore, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Wilmington, Del. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Annapolis, Md. 
Phoenix, Md. 
Charlottesville, Va. 
Darnestown, Md. 
Huntington, N.Y. 


Assistant Coaches: Brett Allen, Wendy Orrison, Melissa Miranda 


. Name 
Raquel Rongione 
Marykate Connolly 
JeanneMarie Lanza 
Allison Clark 
Lauren Johnson 
Kristen Hoffman 
Bridget Lee 
Alison DeVarso 
Amy Denes 
Courtney Enman 
Samantha Augeri 
Jeanne Werner 
Kerri Kornobis 
Jacqueline Rohrer 
Kate Nelson 
Catherine Russin 
Kelly Herlihy 
Jennifer Bostwick 
Kate Pierangeli 
Liz Baumbach 
Irene Alfred 
Meghan O'Rourke 


z 
° 
Ls 


O>>>E>000E>r0F>>0000>> 


Interim Head Coach: Linda Drapeau 
Assistant Coach: Marykate Stich 


Hometown 
Bensalem, Pa. 
Cherry Hill, N.J. 
Turnersville, N.J. 
New Hyde Park, N.Y. 
Cicero, N.Y. 
Garnerville, N.Y. 
West Nyack, N.Y. 
Malverne, N.Y. 
Allenhurst, N.J. 
Long Valley, N.J. 
Malverne, N.Y. 

Port Washington, N.Y. 
Merrick, N.Y. 

East Islip, N.Y. 
Williston Park, N.Y. 
Long Valley, N.J. 
Huntington Station, N.Y. 
Warminster, Pa. 
Springfield, Pa. 
Long Valley, N.J. 
Somerset, N.}. 
Marlton, NJ. 


Wheaton (Massachusetts) lyons 


. Name 
AJ. Vasiliou 
Christina Gauron 
Rose Jackson 
Vanessa Pisano 
Claudia Guerrero 
Peri West 
Andrea Davis 
Heather Horne 
Mary-Kate Boddy 
Caddie Jackson 
Kate Weston 
Lauren Maynes 
Caitlin Tierney 
Emily Sullivan 
Aubrey Cochrane 
Doria Vallely 
Molly Cronin 
Kyla Graves 
Rylan Okie 
Sarah Young 
Julia Coit 
Anna Terry 


Head Coach: Rebecca Begley 
Assistant Coach: Mary Jacobs 


NCAAsports.com 


>>ol> 
= 


2 
OFE0FrTEIVIVVVSSSSEHrO8 


Hometown 
Middletown, Conn. 
Belmont, Mass. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Vineyard Haven, Mass. 
Needham, Mass. 
Weston, Mass. 
Wilbraham, Mass. 
Gloucester, Mass. 
Yarmouth, Maine 
Deerfield, Mass. 
Bedford, Mass. 
Woodstock, Vt. 
Wellesley, Mass. 
Peterborough, N.H. 
Westwood, Mass. 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine 
Brownsville, Vt. 

North Sutton, N.H. 
Dameriscotta, Maine 
Providence, R.I. 

South Portland, Maine 
West Des Moines, lowa 
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| Name 

| Louise Greenwood 
Megan Sontum 

| Alexandra Herter 
Elizabeth Harris 
Emily Tate 
Jennifer Davidson 
Michelle Steigerwald 
Brigid Lynch 
Lindsay Teague 
Gretchen Lasda 
Carla Manganaro 
Tracy Genovese 
Emily Durki 
Amanda Wynn 
Meghan Fitzgerald 
Jessica Tanner 
Shana Hawrylchak 
Jaclyn Toner 
Kate Bickford 
Brighde Dougherty 
Julie Stevenson 
Nikki Traino 
Megan Shea 


~ Team Information 


Hometown 
Wyndmoor, Pa. 
Middlebury, Vt. 
Topsfield, Mass. 
East Rochester, N.Y. 
Freeport, Maine 
South Burlington, Vt. 
Auburn, N.Y. 
Manhasset, N.Y. 
Geneva, N.Y. 
Camillus, N.Y. 
Natick, Mass. 
Geneva, N.Y. 
Canton, N.Y. 

Aspen, Colo. 
Sudbury, Mass. 
Schenectady, N.Y. 
Altamont, N.Y. 
Geneva, N.Y. 
Providence, R.I. 

Sea Grit, N.J. 

South Burlington, Vt. 
Syracuse, N.Y, 
Doylestown, Pa. 


No. Name 
Amy Wicker 
Laura Carroll 
Kate Leonard 
Moojoo Han 
Emily Grannon 
Leanne McManama 
Stefanie Noering 
Kathryn Conner 
Wendy Stone 
Stephanie Downs 
Molly Jennings 
Anna Gonzalez 
Lindsay Holland 
Tara Boyd 
Cristina Petrelli 
Kathryn Doherty 
Tori Scott 
Maura Commito 
Rebecca Kiselewich 
Rachel Barr 
Abi Jackson 
Ann Woods 
Meghan Dwyer 


2003 NCAA Division I! Women's Lacrosse Championship Participants 
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Rebecca Splain 


Middlebury, Vt. 
Michelle Zimmer 


Auburn, N.Y, 
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Head Coach: Christine Larson Mason 


read Comic Pg Came Assistant Coach: Alix Rorke 


Assistant Coaches: Caitlin McLean, Becky Karver 


. Name 
Becky McAtee 
Lindsay Tingley 
Erica Frazier-Young 
Joanna Harrod 
Allison Mione 
Helena laquinta 
Jessica Bacon 
Megan Sward 
Kelley Hubbell 
Ashley Arnold 
Megan Kennedy 
Krista Klocke 
Beth Hemminger 
Kate Finefrock 
Mary Risley 
Allison Harrod 
Nicole Hunt 
Heather Larsen 
Amanda Coppes 
Nicole Pritchard 
Lizzie Newton 
Angela Arnold 
Nasiya Phillips 
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Hometown 
Lancaster, Ohio 
Rockville, Md. 
Ithaca, N.Y. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Houston, Texas 
Nashua, N.H. 
Rocky River, Ohio 
Sewickley, Mass. 
Vienna, Va. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Annapolis, Md. 
Lakewood, Ohio 
Annapolis, Md. 
Berea, Ohio 

East Longmeadow, Mass. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Lutherville, Md. 
New Ulm, Minn, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Wildwood, Mo. 
Chapel Hill, N.C, 
Columbus, Ohio 
West Medford, Mass. 
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Head Coach: Alison Share 
Assistant Coach: Kati Robbins 
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Williams Ephs 


Hometown 

New Canaan, Conn. 
Madison, Conn. 
Yarmouth, Maine 
Upper Montclair, N.J. 
New Canaan, Conn. 
Medfield, Mass. 
Cohasset, Mass. 
Alexandria, Va. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Voorheesville, N.Y. 
Greenwich, Conn. 
Washington, D.C. 
Killington, Vt. 

New Canaan, Conn. 
Harrison, N.Y. 
Weston, Mass. 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Hanover, N.H. 
Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Hopkinton, N.H. 
Norwell, Mass. 


Year 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 


Champion 

Col. of New Jersey (11-3) 
Ursinus (14-3) 

Col. of New Jersey (16-2) 
Col. of New Jersey (17-2) 
Ursinus (14-5) 

Ursinus (13-3) 

Col. of New Jersey (16-1) 
*Col. of New Jersey (16-0) 
Col. of New Jersey (15-0) 
Col. of New Jersey (15-0) 
Col, of New Jersey (17-0) 
Col. of New Jersey (14-0) 
Middlebury (16-1) 

Col. of New Jersey (15-0) 
Middlebury (17-0) 

Col. of New Jersey (17-0) 
Middlebury (17-0) 


Championship History 


NCAA Division II! Women's Lacrasse 


Past Champions 


Coach 

Melissa Magee 

Betsy Meng Ramsey 

Sharon Goldbrenner 

Sharon Goldbrenner 

Betsy Meng Ramsey 

Kim Lambdin 

Sharon Goldbrenner 

Sharon Goldbrenner 
Sharon Goldbrenner 
Sharon Goldbrenner-Pfluger 
Sharon Goldbrenner-Pfluger 
Sharon Goldbrenner-Pfluger 
Missy Foote 

Jennifer Hart 

Missy Foote 

Sharon Goldbrenner-Pfluger 
Missy Foote 

Missy Foote 


Score 
74 

12-10 

8-7 (ot) 
40 

8-6 

7-6 

7-6 

5-3 

10-9 
29-11 
14°13 
15-8 

49 
12-11 (ot) 
10-9 
14-8 
11-10 (20) 
12-6 


Runner-Up 
Ursinus 

Col. of New Jersey 
Ursinus 

William Smith 
Col. of New Jersey 
St. Lawrence 
Ursinus 

William Smith 
William Smith 
William Smith 
William Smith 
Middlebury 

Col. of New Jersey 
Williams 

Amherst 

Williams 
Amherst 

Col. of New Jersey 


Host or Site 
Pennsylvania 
Maryland 
Maryland 
Haverford 

West Chester 
Princeton 

Col. of New Jersey 
Lehigh 

Maryland 
Maryland 

Col. of New Jersey 
Lehigh 

Lehigh 

UMBC 

Johns Hopkins 
Col. of New Jersey 
John Hopkins 
Rowan 


2002 Middlebury (17-0) 
*Later vacated 


Individual Records 


Goals, Game 
10—Courtney Crangi, Goucher (28) vs. 
Roanoke (16), 5-11-96. 
Goals, Tournament 
18—Dana Latona, Col. of New Jersey (5 vs. 
Cabrini, 4 vs. Gettysburg, 4 vs. Salisbury, 
5 vs. Williams), 2000; Caitlin Ritchie, 
Williams (5 vs. Wellesley, 8 vs. Mary 
Washington, 1 vs. Middlebury, 4 vs. Col. 
of New Jersey), 2000. 
Assists, Game 
8—Michelle Haynie, Salisbury (26) vs. 
Denison (4), 5-10-00. 
Assists, Tournament 
11—Michelle Haynie, Salisbury (8 vs. Deni- 
son, 2 vs. Hamilton, 1 vs. Col. of New 
Jersey), 2000. 
Points, Game 
16—Courtney Crangi, Goucher (28) vs. 
Roanoke (16), 5-11-96. 
Points, Tournament 
25—Dana Latona, Col. of New Jersey (5-2 
vs. Cabrini, 4-2 vs. Gettysburg, 4-1 vs. 
Salisbury, 5-2 vs. Williams), 2000. 


Saves, Game 
27—Laura Kallio, Haverford (5) vs. Ursi- 
nus (16), 5-12-88; Susan Stuart, William 
Smith (13) vs. Ursinus (11), 5-14-88; 
Teryn Wineburg, Nazareth vs. Union 
(N.Y.), 5-11-2002. 
Saves, Tournament 
59—Sarah Daniels, William Smith (17 vs. 
Frank. & Marsh.; 19 vs. Johns Hopkins; 
23 vs. Col. of New Jersey), 1994. 


Team Records 
Goals, Game 
29—Col. of New Jersey vs. William Smith 
(11), 5-22-94. 
Fewest Goals, Game 
o—Wittenberg vs. Col. of New Jersey (17), 
5-13-89. 
Goals, Both Teams 
44—Goucher (28) vs. Roanoke (16), 5-11-96. 
Goals, Tournament 
69—Col. of New Jersey, 4 games, 2000. 
Assists, Game 
18—Salisbury (26) vs. Denison (4), 5-10-00. 
Assists, Tournament 
31—Ursinus, 3 games, 1987; Salisbury, 3 
games, 2000. 


NCAAsports.com 


Shots, Game 
67—Col. of New Jersey (29) vs. William 
Smith (11) (67-26), 5-22-94; Middlebury 
(26) vs. Rensselaer (5) (67-17), 5-10-97. 
Shots, Both Teams 
93—Col. of New Jersey (29) vs. William 
Smith (11), (67-26), 5-22-94. 
Shots, Tournament 
161—Col. of New Jersey, 4 games, 2000, 
Shots, Game 
67—Col. of New Jersey (29) vs. William 
Smith (11) (67-26), 5-22-94; Middlebury 
(26) vs. Rensselaer (5) (67-17), 5-10-97. 
Shots, Both Teams 
93—Col. of New Jersey (29) vs. William 
Smith (11), (67-26), 5-22-94. 
Shots, Tournament 
161—Col. of New Jersey, 4 games, 2000. 
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Championship History 


Won-lost Records In Tournament Play 


Cortland St. (1985-86-99-2000-01-02) 

Denison (1985-86-87-88-90-91-92-93-94-98-2000-01) 
Drew (1985-86-88-2000-0)) ...... 

Frank. & Marsh. (1987-89-90-91-92-93-94-98) ... 
Frostburg St. (1992) 

Gettyburg (2000-02). 

Goucher (1996)... 

Hamilton (2000-01) .. 

Hartwick (1992-95-98) 

Haverford (1986-87-88-91) 

Ithaca (1989-93-97-98-2001).. 

Johns Hopkins (1987-88-89-90-93-94-95-97-98) 
Lynchburg (1985-86) 

Mary Washington (2000-01-02) 

McDaniel (1987) .... 

Middlebury (1994-95-96-97-98-99-2000-01-02) . 
Nazareth (2000-02 

Col. of New Jersey* (1985-86-87-88-89-90-91-93-94-95-96-97-98-99-2000-01-02) 
Plymouth St. (2000-01) .... 

Randolph-Macon (2000-02) 

Rensselaer (1997) . 

Roanoke (1988-90-91-92-94-96-97) 

Rowan (1993-95-99-2002) . 

St. Lawrence (1985-89-90-9 

St. Mary's (Md.) (1998-99-2001-02) .. 

Salisbury (1999-2000-01) .... 

Springfield (2002) .. 

Susquehanna (2002 

Trinity (Conn.) (1995-97-98) 

Union (N.Y.) (1999-2002)... 

Ursinus (1985-86-87-88-89-90-91-92-95-96-99-2001) .. 
Wash, & Lee (1993-98-2001) 

Wellesley (1990-2000-01) 

Western New Eng. (2002) 

Wheaton (Mass.) (1985-86) 

William Smith (1987-88-89-91-92-93-94-95-96-97-98-99-2000-02) . 
Williams (1998-2000) . 

Wittenberg (1989) .. 

Wooster (2002) 

(Note: No third-place game is held; semifinal losers are credited with th place.) 
*Record adjusted by the NCAA Committee on Infractions (three wins in 1992 vacated). 
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The NCAA: Where Everything Old Is New Again 


New Leadership Is Only Part Of The Changes At The NCAA 


s the National Collegiate Ath- 

letic Association approaches 

its centennial in 2006, the 
theme for the Association these days 
is “Everything Old is New Again.” If 
you're curious about what's new 
with the 96-year-old NCAA, the an- 
swer is plenty, including new leader 
ship, a new emphasis on education 
and new championship coverage. 

At the top of the list of “new” is the 
president of the NCAA. Myles Brand, 
former president of Indiana Universi 
ty, was chosen in October 2002 to be 
come the fourth Chief Executive Offi- 
cer of the Association in the last 51 
years. The 60-year-old Brand was se- 
lected for the post of NCAA president 
from a group of three finalists 
Brand’s contract runs through 2007. 

For his part, the new president 
didn’t take long to set his theme for 
what his administration may be 
come. At the press conference an- 
nouncing his selection, Brand said 
“The integrity of intercollegiate ath 
letics is absolutely critical We 
must integrate intercollegiate athletics with 
[the] academic mission of universities and 
colleges. These are not separate missions 
with separate goals.” 

In his first state of the Association speech 
three months later, Brand stated his personal 
agenda of “reform and advocacy.” He told the 
delegates to the Association of the 97th NCAA 
Convention that he wants to see the current 
academic reform initiative completed and he 
wants to be an advocate for the values inher 
ent in college sports 

The integration of athletics and academ 
ics received a lift with the announcement in 
September of the latest graduation rates for 
student-athletes, For the first time since the 
federal government has been collecting 
graduation data and the NCAA began pub. 
lishing the results a dozen years ago, stu 
dent-athletes in Division | are achieving a 60 
percent graduation rate. On average, stu 
dent-athletes perform better in terms of 
graduation rates than the rest of the full 


time student body 


Dr. Myles Brand 
NCAA President 


The rates were up in nearly every sport for 
both men and women and across ethnic 
lines. Male student-athletes in Division | are 
graduating at a rate of 54 percent (compared 
to 5) percent a year ago), and female stu- 
dent-athletes are graduating at a rate of 69 
Percent (the same as last year). Male stu- 
dent-athletes graduate slightly under their 
counterparts in the student body (54 percent 
compared to 56 percent), but female stu 
dent-athletes graduate considerably better 
than women in the student body (69 percent 
compared to 61 percent) 

New academic standards in Division | for 
both initial eligibility and continuing eligibility 
will take effect next fall that will drive the grad- 
uation rates even higher. Although graduation 
rates in Divisions II and Ii! also increased, the 
data collected by the federal government meas- 
ure the rates only for student-athletes on schol 
arship, a distinction that misses the success of 
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many student-athletes in those two di- 
visions who compete without athleti- 
cally related financial support 

There is increased support for Di- 
visions Il and Ill as well as Division | 
this year with the new CBS and 
ESPN contracts. These “bundled 
rights” agreements go beyond the 
traditional television rights agree- 
ments. Beginning with the new con- 
tracts with CBS and ESPN this fall, 
all 87 NCAA championships in 22 
sports for men and women will re- 
ceive coverage either through tele- 
casts, cablecasts or the Internet. 
This is the first time in history that 
coverage is extended to every event 
from the first round through the 
championship 

The new contracts — 11-year deals 
with CBS and ESPN — will generate 
about $6.2 billion which will mean 
new revenue for the NCAA and mem- 
ber institutions. Based on the in- 
creased revenue from the new con- 
tracts, the NCAA budget for 2002-03 
is $422 million, an increase of 22 per- 
cent over last year. What most college sports 
fans don't realize is that 94 cents of every 
dollar in the budget goes back to the mem- 
bership in the form of direct dollar payments, 
support of the 87 championships and other 
events, and other goods and services. 

Earmarked specifically for student-athletes 
are three programs totaling more than $44 
million for this year alone. Included in the bud- 
geted amounts are the continuation of an an- 
nual $10 million special assistance fund that 
helps needy student-athletes buy winter coats, 
tickets for emergency trips home or other per- 
sonal needs. Also continuing is a $17 million 
academic enhancement fund that supports 
the educational needs of student-athletes, and 
new this year is a $17 million student-athlete 
opportunity fund. Over the course of the 11- 
year contract with CBS and ESPN, the NCAA 
will earmark more than three-quarters of a bil- 
lion dollars for student-athletes 

There's plenty of new things going on at 
the NCAA. Not bad for an organization 
about to celebrate its 100th birthday. 


By Jennifer L. Pieper 


he NCAA bestows several awards each 

year to honor past and present stu- 

dent-athletes for their achievements 
both on and off the playing field. Four of 
these awards are given at the NCAA's annu- 
al Honors Dinner. 


“Teddy” Award 
Some may think that the pinnacle of colle- 
giate athletics comes by winning a national 
championship. But people such as Althea 
Gibson, Jesse Owens, Arnold Palmer and 
Ronald Reagan have proven that posting a 
personal best after collegiate athletics is the 


sweetest victory of all 

These national figures are among many 
great notables who have shown that the ef- 
fects of the student-athlete experience can 
last a lifetime. These individuals have contin- 
ued to stress the importance of physical fit- 
ness and sport throughout their careers and 
their lives. The Theodore Roosevelt Award, 
also known as the “Teddy,” is the highest hon 
or the NCAA may confer on an individual 

Beginning with the first award recipient, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1967, to the 
2003 award winner, Donna De Varona, televi 
sion broadcaster and two-time Olympian, each 
individual has demonstrated concem for phys: 
ical fitness and competitive sport. This yearly 
award is presented to a former college student 
athlete who embraces the values of athletics 
throughout their extraordinary lives. 

An Olympic gold medal swimmer, De 
Varona was the youngest member — at the 
age of 13 — to compete on the U.S. Olympic 
swimming team at the Rome games in 1960 
In 1963, she was a two-time gold medalist 
swimmer at the Pan American Games, and 
at the Tokyo Olympics in 1964, she took 
home two gold medals in swimming 

From 1960-64, she captured 37 national 
swimming championships, including 18 gold 
medals and three national high-point awards. 
Voted the most outstanding female athlete in 
1964 by both the Associated Press (AP) and 
United Press International (UPI) press wires, 
she is a world record-holder in the 400 IM, 
the 100 backstroke and relays 


She has been inducted into a 
number of sports halls of fame, in- 
cluding the International Swimming 
Hall of Fame, the U.S. Olympic Hall 
of Fame and the Women's Sports 
Hall of Fame. In 2000, she received 
the Olympic Order, given by the In 
ternational Olympic Committee 
the highest distinction given for 
contributions to the Olympic move- Hid 
ment worldwide. 


Silver Anniversary 


When you think of a silver anniversary, you 
most likely think of celebrating 25 years of 
marriage or some other monumental life ex 
perience. Well, the NCAA celebrates a silver 
anniversary each year — and in this case it's 
honoring the lives of six former student-ath 
letes on their 25th anniversary of competing 
at the collegiate level 

The NCAA Honors Committee evaluates 
not only the collegiate athletic achievements 
of the nominees, but also their professional 
accomplishments and work with charitable 
and civic activities. 

Think 25 years since competing in college 
has slowed down these honorees? Check out 
a few of the past award recipients and you'll 
see that these former student-athletes have 
done anything but slowed down: ESPN cor 
respondent Jack Ford, NBC Sports analyst 
Pat Haden, the Rev. Jesse Jackson and for 


Donna de Varona 


mer NASA astronaut and the first 
American woman in space, Sally 
Ride, are just a few of the past 
award winners who continue to 
distinguish themselves. 

The Silver Anniversary Award 
honorees and the recipient of the 
“Teddy” award clearly show that 
success on the field, in the pool or 
on the court often translates into 
a victory in the professional or 
civic arena 

If an individual comes to mind who you be 
lieve would be a good candidate for nomination 
of the Theodore Roosevelt Award or a Silver An 
niversary Award, please contact the sports in 
formation department at the institution from 
which he or she earned an undergraduate de 
gree. You may also contact the NCAA national 
office honors program staff liaison 


Today's Top vill 

The Today's Top Vill Award provides the 
Association with the opportunity to honor 
eight remarkable senior student-athletes, 
male and female, for their outstanding lead 
ership, character and achievements both in 
the classroom and on the playing field, Past 
winners include sports phenoms such as Re 
becca Lobo, Peyton Manning, Cheryl Miller, 
David Robinson and jenny Thompson 

The honorees for 2003 continued the tra 


dition of achieving impressive goals during 


2003 Award Winners 


Theodore Roosevelt Award 
Silver Anniversary Awards 


Donna de Varona, University of California, Los Angeles 
Debbie Brown, University of Southern California 


Dale Kramer, Carleton College 


Kenneth MacAfee, University of Notre Dame 
Ann Meyers Drysdale, University of California, Los Angeles 


Harold Warren Moon, University of Washington 


Gifford Nielsen, Brigham Young University 


Today's Top Vill Awards 


Ann Marie Brooks, University of Missouri, Columbia 


Michelle Cottrell, Northern Kentucky University 


Kari Groshek, University of Wisconsin, St 


ens Point 


Ryan Johnson, Montana State University-Bozeman 


Stacey Nuveman, University of California, Los Angeles 


Andree’ Pickens, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa 


Aly Wagner, Santa Clara University 


Inspiration Awards 


Diane Geppi-Aikens, Loyola College (Maryland) 


Amanda Walton, Yale University 


Todd Williams, Florida State University 


Joman of the Year 


Tanisha Silas, University of California, Davis 


their college years. This year’s selections in 
clude the 2002 NCAA Woman of the Year fi 
nalist from Missouri; a two-time Division II 
Bulletin national basketball player of the 
year; the Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference player of the year in basketball; 
the Verizon/CoSIDA academic all-American 
of the year for Division |-A and 1-AA football 
a member of the 2000 U.S. Olympic gold 
medal softball tear; a 14-time all-American 
in gymnastics; and the most outstanding of. 
fensive soccer player for the 2002 Women's 
College Cup™ 

In addition to their athletics accomplish 
ments, the NCAA Today's Top Vili recipients 
have earned numerous academic honors, 
have volunteered countless hours to com 
munity projects and have served as role 
models for their academic institutions and 


to their peers. 


Inspiration Award 


At the 2003 Honors Dinner, the NCAA pre 
sented the Inspiration Award for the second 
time. This award may be presented to a coach 
or administrator currently associated with in 
tercollegiate athletics, or to a current or for 
mer varsity letterwinner at an NCAA college 
or university who, when confronted with a life. 
altering situation, used perseverance, dedica 
tion and determination to overcome the event 
and now serves as a role model to give hope 
and inspiration to others in similar situations 

The Inspiration Award honorees for 2003 
certainly fit that description. Chosen were 
Diane Geppi-Aikens, head women’s la 
crosse coach of Loyola College (Maryland) 
and student-athletes Amanda Walton of 
Yale University and Todd Williarns of Florida 
State Univers 

Coach Geppi-Aikens has undergone three 
operations to remove a recurring brain t 
mor, and despite ongoing chemotherapy 
treatments, she managed to lead her team 
to a 15-4 record this past year and its seventh 
consecutive NCAA women's lacrosse tour 
nament appearance. In her 14 seasons at 
Loyola (Maryland), she has compiled an im 
pressive 180-69 record 

A native of Baltimore, Maryland Gepp 


Aikens has raised four children as a single 


Andree’ Pickens and Tanisha Silas were 
both honored by the NCAA in 2003. 


parent throughout her illness. She also is an 
advocate speaker to newly diagnosed brain 
tumor patient: 

Walton miraculously survived a near fatal 
automobile accident after a speeding vehi- 
cle, whose occupant was fleeing police, de 
molished her car. Walton suffered brain trau 
ma, massive internal injuries and fractured 
bones in the accident, and was left in a coma 
for more than a month, abruptly ending an 
already spectacular collegiate athletic career. 
As a freshman she was named rookie of the 
year in two sports (field hockey and 
lacrosse). She also was first team all-Ivy 
League in both sports and first team all 
American in field hockey. 

Despite the accident, Walton returned to 
the Yale sidelines as a volunteer assistant 
coach for field hockey. A native of Chestnut 
Hill, Massachusetts, she serves as a mentor 
and inspiration to the women’s field hockey 
team and the community around her. 

Williams survived homelessness, an env 
ronment of crime and the deaths of both par 
ents and a grandmother, yet managed to 
graduate in four rs with degrees in crimi 
nology and sox gy. Overcoming the adver 
sity and despite playing only one year of high 
school football, Williams blossomed into a 
two-year starter at Florida State University. 

A native of Brandenton, Florida, Williams 
tells his story to youth while serving as ac 
selor at football camps throughout the south 
ern Florida region. Williams also finds time 
work for the Florida State police as a part of its 
Student p: Ss currently taking graduate 
courses at Florida State and has attracted at 


tention as a National Football League prospect 


NCAAsports.com 


NCAA Woman of the Year 

Another award the NCAA bestows is the 
NCAA Woman of the Year. For the past 12 
years, the NCAA has given this award, hon- 
oring many of the best and brightest female 
student-athletes at the Woman of the Year 
awards dinner. 

The NCAA Woman of the Year Award cele. 
brates the achievements of 51 female student 
athletes from Divisions |, Il and III institu 
tions for their successes in academics, athlet- 
ics and community service. The Woman of 
the Year Dinner honors an outstanding stu 
dent-athlete from each state (plus the District 
of Columbia) and bestows one with the pres: 
tigious title of NCAA Woman of the Year. 

What does it take to be the NCAA Woman 
of the Year? Well, at the 2002 event, the top 10 
finalists included an NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship recipient; members of two na 
tional championship teams, six conference 
championship teams and seven athletic all- 
Americans. In addition, five of the 10 finalists 
were involved with NCAA campus Student- 
Athlete Advisory Committees (SAAC), a com 
mittee made up of student-athlete leaders as- 
sembled to provide insight on the student- 
athlete experience. The SAAC also offers input 
on the rules, regulations and policies that af- 
fect student-athletes’ lives on NCAA member 
institution campuses and it is the “student 
voice” in the NCAA's governance structure. 

This year’s finalists, who have an average 
grade-point of 3.762 on a 4.000 scale, grad 
uated or will graduate with degrees in ma 
jors such as neurobiology, physiology, math- 
ematics, recreation leadership manage- 
ment, criminal justice and plant science 

They are volunteers who worked with Spe- 
cial Olympics, literacy programs, prison 
ministries, food banks and Meals on 
Wheels. They walked horses carrying dis 
abled children, interned in a pediatrics emer 
gency ward and a geriatrics department and 
counseled victims of sexual assa 

Of the finalists, six were from Division | 
member ins: ions, two from Division II 
and two from Division Ill. They competed in 
a variety of sports, including cross country, 
ndoor and outdoor track and field, volleyball, 
ce hockey, gymnastics, soccer and rowing 
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